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UM PLAYS A ROLE IN “ MESSIAH” : AN EVENT OF MUSIC AND CHARITY 
MISSOULA—
An evening composed of music and charity will usher in this year’s holiday season on The 
University of Montana campus. To benefit Missoula’s Habitat for Humanity, a performance of 
Handel’s “Messiah” will be held Sunday, Nov. 30, at 7:30 p.m. in the refurbished University 
Theatre.
“This concert is a beautiful way to start the holiday season, with a work that’s so familiar, 
yet not often done in Missoula,” said Nancy Cooper, concert coordinator and visiting assistant 
professor at UM.
The second annual “Messiah” performance will include vocal soloists, a choir and an 
orchestra. Because admission to the concert is free to the public, money raised for the charity will 
come mainly from choir members and public donations, which will be accepted at the door.
In 1996, the first year of the event, the performance was held at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, but many people were turned away because of limited seating. To avoid overcrowding this 
year, a new location was found. The University Theatre seats more than twice as many people as 
St. Anthony’s.
“We considered all the possible venues in Missoula and were thrilled when we discovered 
that the University Theatre was available,” Cooper said. “The space is glorious.”
Location is not the only connection that this performance has to UM. Last year, UM’s
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participation, including the conductor, instrumentalists, vocal soloists and choir members, numbered 
nearly 100 students and faculty. This year’s performance will also include members of the 
University community, as well as the surrounding area. The reason for such university involvement, 
according to Cooper, is because Handel’s “Messiah” is an oratorio that musicians enjoy performing 
repeatedly. She also believes UM participants enjoy working for a good cause.
“It’s a real feel-good experience,” Cooper said.
The concert coordinator, herself a UM faculty member, will also play harpsichord at the 
concert. UM Professor Emeritus Donald Carey will conduct the program. Vocal soloists returning 
from last year’s performance include UM Assistant Professor Anne Basinski, soprano; UM 
Professor Esther England, alto; Montana State University Professor David Cody, tenor; and UM 
Assistant Professor Stephen Kalm, bass. The orchestra will include instrumentalists from the 
University Orchestra, the Missoula Symphony Orchestra and the String Orchestra of the Rockies.
Conductor, vocal soloists, instrumentalists and choir members will donate their time and 
talents to the charity event. To participate, choral singers also collect a minimum of $50 in 
donations, with an award going to the singer who collects the most pledges. Last year’s event raised 
nearly $10,000 total, and the grand prize winner for the most pledges raised almost $300. Last 
year’s choir was nearly 200 strong, with approximately 20 UM participants. Cooper hopes the total 
number will increase to between 250 and 300 participants this year.
To get involved in the choir, call the Habitat for Humanity office at 549-8210. Pledge sheets 
are available at the office, many Missoula churches and Morgenroth Music Center on Brooks Street. 
Participants can pledge up to the day of the performance, but only the names of participants who 
have pledged by Nov. 23 will appear in the concert program. Singers will rehearse one week before
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the performance, on Sunday afternoon, Nov. 23. All performers will rehearse the day of the 
performance, Sunday, Nov. 30.
The annual performance of Handel’s “Messiah,” which was originally created for a charity 
event in the 1700s, is Habitat for Humanity’s major fund-raiser. The organization’s goal is to 
eliminate poverty housing in Missoula and to give people the opportunity to own their own homes. 
To do so, families can become partners based on need, the ability to repay an interest-free loan and 
the ability to invest a minimum of 500 hours of “sweat equity” into their home or another partnering 
family’s home. Since 1990, the beginning of the organization in Missoula, Habitat for Humanity 
has helped nine families achieve the dream of owning their own home. The newest home, dedicated 
in July, belongs to Gayle Collins and is near the corner of Cooley and Waverly streets.
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